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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last Office 
action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kase 
(U.S. 6,668,249) in view of Karr Jr. (U.S. 2001/0022558). 

As per claim 1, Kase teaches a mobile agent management apparatus comprising: a 
plurality of agent servers (column 19, lines 5-62); a registration server for maintaining location 
information of mobile agents (19; 5-62), wherein each of said plurality of agent servers 
comprises: means for maintaining history of movement of each of said mobile agents including 
a counter for accumulating a count of the accumulated number of movements for each of said 
mobile agents; and periodically generating requests for updating location information of each of 
said agents, including at least a mobile agent identifier and said accumulated number of 
movements for said mobile agent, to renew location information at said registration server (19; 
5-62). Kase does not specifically teach the requesting of location update information. Karr 
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teaches the requesting of location information in a mobile agent (Abstract). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include the ability to 
request information as taught by Karr in the system of Kase, The motivation for doing so Ues in 
the fact that the periodic updating may not be frequent enough, and an on-demand update is 
needed. Including Karr's teaching into Kase resolves this issue. Both inventions are from the 
same field of endeavor, namely the location monitoring of mobile agents. 
Claim 6 is rejected on the same basis as claim 1. 

Claims 3-5, 8, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kase-Karr in view of Ho (U.S. 5,943,621). 

As per claim 3, Kase-Karr teaches the apparatus of claim 1, but does not specifically 
teach that said agent server further comprises comparator means for comparing the count in said 
counter with a predetermined threshold. Ho teaches a movement threshold measurement 
(column 5, line 53 - column 6, line 49). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of invention to include the ability to calculate a threshold of movement in a 
mobile communication network as taught by Ho in the system of Kase-Karr, The motivation for 
doing so lies in the fact that calculating a threshold would allow proper management to take 
place with mobile agents that travel frequently, in the form of increased updates, or the like. All 
inventions are from the same field of endeavor, namely the location monitoring of mobile agents. 

As per claim 4, Kase-Karr-Ho teaches the apparatus of claim 1, wherein the request 
generator of each of said agent servers generates a request to said registration server for updating 
location information when the count of the accumulated number of movements of a 
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corresponding mobile agent exceeds a predetermined threshold (Karr: Abstract; Ho: column 
5, line 53 - column 6, line 49). 

As per claim 5, Kase-Karr-Ho teaches the apparatus of claim 4, wherein said registration 
server comprises at least one register for maintaining accumulated number of movements and 
locations of each of said mobile agents in an associated manner and renews said location 
information of each of said mobile agents only upon receipt of requests for updating location 
information associated with a higher accumulated number of movements (Ho: column 5, line 53 
- column 6, line 49; Karr: paragraph 0145), 

As per claim 8, Kase-Karr-Ho teaches the method of claim 6, further comprising 
comparing said count of the accumulated number of movements to a threshold number of 
movements (Ho: column 5, Une 53 - column 6, line 49). 

As per claim 9, Kase-Karr-Ho teaches the method of claim 8, wherein said generating is 
done when said count of the accumulated number of movements exceeds said threshold number 
of movements (Ho: column 5, line 53 - column 6, line 49; Karr: 0145). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tanim Hossain whose telephone number is 571/272-3881 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am - 5 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Valencia Martin-Wallace can be reached on 571/272-6159. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this apphcation or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Tanim Hossain ^ 
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